
 
 

How Perpetual Care can help you 
Providing emergency alert cards for your wal-
let or key chain 
Working with you to assess  life care options 
for you and your pets 
Providing a Life Care Agreement Template to 
use when setting up a Pet Life Care Agreement  

        us or with anyone. 
Rescuing and Re-homing pets who lose their 
owners due to an accident, illness, disability or 
death 
Providing a resource listing of lawyers who 
have experience with Pet Life Care Agreements 
and Pet Trusts 
Creating a Pet Trust to leave your pets with 
Perpetual Care  
Providing for the Life Care for Survivor Pets 
Maintaining your Pet Life Care Agreement or 
Pet Trust in our National Registry  
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Don’t know someone who will 
care for your pets?   

 
Here are some considerations for you: 

 
Reach out to pet-loving friends who love 
your pets and set up reciprocal agreements 

 
Talk with your local Humane Society, ASPCA 
or other animal welfare organizations 

 
Perpetual Care offers different levels of care 
for your pets, from simple re-homing to full 
life care 

 
Visit our website at www.perpetualcare.org 
for more information about our life care 
services 

 
It’s never too early to plan for 
the care of your pets, but it 
can be too late! 

Your pets are family  
members, but do you know 

who would take care of them 
if you can’t? 

 
Perpetual Care can help. 
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Your pets are family 
members, but do you know 

who would take care of 
them if you can’t?

Perpetual Care can help.



If a family member steps up to take your 
pets will it be the one you wanted to take 
care of them? Wouldn’t you want to be sure 
who takes them? 

If no one steps forward, your pets will most 
likely be taken to your local shelter.   

Once your pets are taken to a shelter you 
don’t know who will adopt them, or if they 
may even be euthanized.  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 
 
Why should I even think about this? 

Nearly 1.3 million people die in road 
crashes each year.  On average there are 
3,287 deaths per day. (asirt.org) 
An average of 6,775 people die in the 
U.S. each day. (United Nations) 
A growing population of  people are 
entering nursing care facilities. 
Every day pets are taken to animal 
shelters because their owner has either 
become disabled and/or entered a 
nursing care facility or died.   
Every day, an average of 36% of all pets 
in shelters are euthanized. (ASPCA) 

 
How does this affect my Pets? 

We may think of pets as family 
members, but the law sees pets as 
property.   
The best way to protect your pet is with 
a legal document designating your pets 
to another person or an organization to 
care for them.  We call these Pet Life 
Care Agreements for Survivor Pets. 

 
What is a Pet Life Care Agreement? 
A Pet Life Care Agreement is a document that 
identifies who will care for your pets in the 
event of an accident, illness, disability or death.  
 
Why do I need to set up a life care 
agreement for my pets? 

If your pets are left without anyone to care 
for them, you are leaving it up to chance 
that someone will adopt and care for them.   

Well intentioned family members may 
agree to take your pets, but when it comes 
down to it, they find they can’t do it for 
many reasons, such as allergies, finances, or 
compatibility with other pets. 

 

For instance, what happens to your pets 
during a prolonged illness or if you go into a 
nursing care facility, or otherwise become 
unable to care for them?  
Also, wills may take a long time to probate.  
What will happen to your pet during the 
probate period?   
Life Care Agreements can provide specific 
instructions about how you want someone to 
care for your pets .  

 
What are the steps for setting up a Pet Life 
Care Agreement? 
1. Identify a person willing to fulfill the role as      
        caregiver and preferably identify a secondary        
        caregiver as a backup. 
2. Use the Pet Life Care Agreement on our            
        website as a template and insert your own       
        information or other changes as desired.  
3. You may also want to have it reviewed by     
        your lawyer since state laws will vary. 
4. Sign the agreement and obtain signatures of     
        your caregivers. 
5. File the agreement along with your other  
        important documents at home and give a   
         copy to both caregivers and anyone else who    
         would be making decisions for you in time of         
         need. 
 
Who should I notify about my Life Care 
Agreement? 

Provide a copy of all of the documents, 
photos and microchip information to your 
designated caregivers so that they may claim 
your pets if necessary. 
Perpetual Care offers a Pet Life Care Registry 
to track Life Care Agreements  with anyone. 
Register your pet life care agreement with us 
online so that your family and government 
agencies can verify ownership. 
Make sure your family and friends know you 
have a Life Care Agreement in Place and 
where your important records are kept. 

 
 

For more information, please visit our website at 
www.perpetualcare.org 

 
 

My family says they will take care of my 
pets, so why would I need a Pet  Life Care 
Agreement?.  

A Pet Life Care Agreement ensures that your 
family understands and accepts the commit-
ment they are making 

Without something documented, more than 
one family member may think they should take 
your pets and misunderstandings may arise. 

A pet life care agreement gives you the comfort 
that things are in place to give your pets the 
loving care they deserve. 

I have a will that includes my pets.  Why do 
I need to set up a Pet Life Care  Agreement? 

Wills take effect at the time of death, but Life 
Care Agreements take effect immediately and 
cover many more circumstances that may oc-
cur while you are living. 
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